
 

Montgomery Moving Forward 
Mobilizing leaders to work across sectors to solve our biggest problems together 

 

Montgomery Moving Forward (MMF) is experimenting with a 
new way of working together to solve problems. We will find 
common ground, come to a common vision and embrace 
specific and actionable plans to tackle our problems. 
 
MMF is building on the collective people power and talent in Montgomery County to bring 
together committed and invested leaders from all of our communities and professions – 
including education, business, philanthropy, nonprofits and government. 
 
Montgomery County has real problems – ranging from environmental sustainability and the 
lack of affordable housing, to growing poverty rates and a shortage of qualified workers, to 
school achievement gaps and childhood obesity.  
 
The good news is that many problems are new to the County and therefore not intractable.  
We have veteran and emerging leaders who bring vision and insight to the table. We have the 
resources, intellectual capital and will to solve our problems. That’s what MMF is all about. 
 
 

Our first issue: jobs 
To begin, MMF is focusing on workforce development – leading a community-wide 
conversation on how best to train and match more Montgomery County residents with the 
good jobs of the future, so that more residents achieve self-sufficiency, more businesses find 
qualified workers, and more communities contribute to county-wide prosperity. 
 
 
 

 

What makes MMF different? 
 

We are collaborative, not competitive. 
 

We are a vehicle for change,  
not an organization or program. 

 
Leaders from across sectors  

have joined our effort. 
 

See back for MMF leadership group.  
 

  

Learn more and get involved. 
 
� Sign up for the MMF E-update. 

Contact Mindy Chong: 
mchong@nonprofitmontgomery.org 

 
� Be part of MMF’s first issue: jobs. 

To learn more, contact Sharon Friedman: 
sfriedman@nonprofitmontgomery.org 

 
� Spread the word. 

Tell colleagues and community leaders 
about MMF and how they can get involved. 

 
 

Nonprofit Montgomery is functioning as MMF’s hub, supported by seed funding from the Community Foundation for 
Montgomery County and the Montgomery County Department of Economic Development. 
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Uma Ahluwalia 
Director 

Montgomery County Department of 
Health and Human Services 

 
Marilyn Balcombe 

CEO 
Gaithersburg-Germantown  

Chamber of Commerce 
 

Steve Bauman 
VP, Global Learning  
Marriott International 

 
Kevin Beverly 
MMF Co-Chair 
Executive VP 

Social & Scientific Systems, Inc. 
 

Shirley Brandman 
MMF Co-Chair 

Member 
Montgomery County  
Board of Education 

 
Bob Buchanan 

Partner 
Buchanan Partners 

 
Sterling Crockett 

MMF Co-Chair 
CEO 

Chesapeake Bay Roasting Company 
 

Stewart Edelstein 
Executive Director 

Universities at Shady Grove 
 

Ronnie Galvin 
Executive Director 

IMPACT Silver Spring 
 

David Gamse 
CEO 

Jewish Council for the Aging  
of Greater Washington 

 
C. Marie Henderson 

Director 
Community Foundation for 

Montgomery County 
 

Suzan Jenkins 
CEO 

Arts and Humanities Council  
of Montgomery County 

 
Mike Knapp 

MMF Co-Chair 
CEO 

Orion Ventures 
 

Kelly Leonard 
CEO & President 

Taylor-Leonard Corporation 
 

Susan Madden 
Chief Government Relations Officer 

Montgomery College 
 

Linda McMillan 
Legislative Analyst 

Montgomery County Council 
 

Luisa Montero 
Director 

LAYC/Maryland  
Multicultural Youth Center 

 
Manny Ocasio 

Chief HR & Integrity Officer 
Holy Cross Health 

 
Marta Brito Perez 

Senior VP / Chief HR Officer 
Adventist Healthcare 

 
Arlene Pietranton 

CEO 
American Speech-Language-Hearing 

Association 
 

DeRionne Pollard 
President 

Montgomery College 
 

Sally Rudney 
Philanthropic Advisor 

 
Holly Sears Sullivan 

President 
Montgomery County Business 

Development Corporation 
 
 

Chuck Short 
Special Assistant 

Office of the County Executive 
 

Larry Shulman 
Senior Counsel 

Shulman Rogers Gandal  
Pordy & Ecker, P. A. 

 
Steve Silverman 

Director 
Montgomery County Department of 

Economic Development 
 

Karla Silvestre 
Director of Community Engagement 

Montgomery College 
 

Joshua P. Starr 
Superintendent of Schools 

Montgomery County  
Public Schools 

 
Kathy Stevens 

Executive Director 
Montgomery Coalition for  

Adult English Literacy 
 

Diego Uriburu 
MMF Co-Chair 

Executive Director  
Identity, Inc. 

 
Alexa Verveer 

Senior VP of Public Policy & 
Government Relations 

 Discovery Communications 
 

Cliff White 
Chair 

Neighbors in Need Montgomery 
 

Andy Zuckerman 
Chief of Staff 

Montgomery County  
Public Schools 
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